Cardiac malic enzyme in Friedreich's disease.
We measured the activity of cytosolic and of mitochondrial malic enzyme in the hearts from 4 patients with Friedreich's disease and from two non-ataxic control subjects. There was a wide variability in the results and the slight overall decreases in both enzyme activities were not considered to be statistically significant. From these and other results, we conclude that deficient mitochondrial malic enzyme activity is not a constant or primary feature of Friedreich's disease.